
Honors English 2 
 

• All sophomore honor students are required to read one piece of fiction and piece of non-
fiction from the following list of options: 

Fiction (choose one): 
Unaccustomed Earthy by Jhumpa Lahiri 
OR 
I, Iago by Nicole Galland 
 
Non-Fiction (choose one): 
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 
Friday Night Lights by Bissinger 
Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah 
 

• For the fiction selection, students will keep a double entry journal as described below.  A 
hard copy of this journal will be collected on the first day of class and graded for 
completeness and thoughtfulness.  Any journal entries found to be plagiarized from any 
source including other students’ journals will result in zero points for the entire 
assignment, an F in citizenship, parent contact and a referral to the vice principal. 
  

• Any questions please see Ms. Tolbert in P-1 for further information or clarification.  
 

DOUBLE ENTRY JOURNAL FOR FICTION 
 
A double entry journal is an opportunity for you to select key passages from the book and 
respond to your passages.  Prepare a typed double entry journal for your choice of fiction. 
Put an MLA heading on the first page and use MLA page numbering.  Next, write down 
a passage you have selected on your paper.   Use MLA citations, which include last name 
of the author and the page number of the quote, i.e.  (Smith 65) after each quote.  Then 
respond to the selected passages in one of the following ways:  

• Ask a question or questions about something that may be ambiguous or 
confusing in the reading.   If the answer(s) comes to you later in the 
reading, come back and answer your own question(s) and explain how the 
clarification occurred.   
·									Paraphrase	the	passage,	putting	its	meaning	in	your	own	words.	
·									Connect	to	the	passage	with	your	own	experiences,	movies	or	

shows	you’ve	seen,	something	you’ve	seen	in	news	or	social	media,	
or	other	readings.	

·									Make	a	character	judgment,	identifying	textual	support	for	your	
opinion.	

·									Analyze	the	author’s	message,	or	the	truths	or	lessons	the	author	
seems	to	convey	through	the	characters	and/or	plot.		

·									Enjoy	the	passage	for	its	description,	humor,	irony,	symbolism	or	
profundity.	



		
The passage you choose may be narrative or part of a dialogue. You should cover all of 
the above responses at least once in the journal. Using Times New Roman 12 font, single 
space the document, double spacing only between annotations.  Your journal should be 
cover the entire book. You must write at least 15 to 20 annotations total, regardless of the 
length of the book you choose.  Journals should be no less than five pages for the novel. 
  
 

REVIEW OF NON-FICTION 
 

For the non-fiction election, students will submit a typed, double-spaced 2-page review of the 
work.  The review should provide ploy highlights, description and analysis of key characters, a 
few key passages, analysis of the author’s purpose and message, and commentary on whether 
or not the work should be included in the sophomore Honors English curriculum.  The review will 
be collected on the same day as the double entry journal.  Any reviews found to be plagiarized 
from any source including other student’s reviews will result in zero points for the entire 
assignment, an F in citizenship, parent contact and a referral to the vice principal.   
 
See Ms. Tolbert in P-1 for clarification of this assignment.  
	


